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House of Representatives

The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 29, 2000, at 12:30 p.m.

The Senate met at 11 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore [Mr. THURMOND].

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Lloyd John
Ogilvie, offered the following prayer:

Today, on George Washington’s
birthday, it seems appropriate to re-
peat a prayer that he prayed for the
Nation exactly as it is reproduced on
the wall of the chapel at Valley Forge.

Let us pray.

“Almighty God: We make our earnest
prayer that Thou would Kkeep the
United States in Thy holy protection;
that Thou will incline the hearts of the
citizens to cultivate a spirit of subordi-
nation and obedience to the govern-
ment, and entertain a brotherly affec-
tion and love for one another and for
their fellow citizens of the United
States at large. And, finally, that Thou
would most graciously be pleased to
dispose us all to do justice, to love
mercy, and to demean ourselves with
that charity, humility, and pacific
temper of mind which were the charac-
teristics of the Divine Author of our
blessed religion and, without a humble
imitation of whose example in these
things, we can never hope to be a
happy nation. Grant our supplication,
we beseech Thee, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.”

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable MIKE ENZI, a Sen-
ator from the State of Wyoming, led
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows.

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
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lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

RECOGNITION OF SENATOR
MOYNIHAN

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
ENzI). Under the order of January 26,
2000, the Senator from New York, Mr.
MOYNIHAN, will now read Washington’s
Farewell Address.

The Senator from New York.

————

READING OF WASHINGTON’S
FAREWELL ADDRESS

Mr. MOYNIHAN. Mr. President and
my revered mentor, the Senior Senator
from West Virginia, in his life, George
Washington did two things without
equal in the history of Government.

The American Colonies having re-
volted against the rule of King George
III, Washington assumed command of a
makeshift army and in 6 years fought
his way to victory, whereupon he re-
signed as Commander in Chief and
turned over the army to the civil au-
thorities, such as they were. Fourteen
years later, having served two terms as
President of a new Government, he an-
nounced he would retire, although his
reelection was not in doubt. These two
actions, said George III, ‘‘placed him in
a light the most distinguished of any
man living, the greatest character of
the age’’—looking back, we might say
‘“‘the greatest character of the ages’—
for these two actions laid the founda-
tions of republicanism which in his
Farewell Address he presciently fore-
saw and fervently predicted would
strengthen and grow across the world.

And now to the address proper.

Mr. MOYNIHAN, at the rostrum, read
the Farewell Address, as follows:

To the people of the United States:

FRIENDS AND FELLOW CITIZENS: The
period for a new election of a citizen to
administer the executive government
of the United States being not far dis-
tant, and the time actually arrived
when your thoughts must be employed
in designating the person who is to be
clothed with that important trust, it
appears to me proper, especially as it
may conduce to a more distinct expres-
sion of the public voice, that I should
now apprise you of the resolution I
have formed, to decline being consid-
ered among the number of those out of
whom a choice is to be made.

I beg you at the same time to do me
the justice to be assured, that this res-
olution has not been taken without
strict regard to all the considerations
appertaining to the relation which
binds a dutiful citizen to his country—
and that, in withdrawing the tender of
service which silence in my situation
might imply, I am influenced by no
diminution of zeal for your future in-
terest, no deficiency of grateful respect
for your past kindness, but am sup-
ported by a full conviction that the
step is compatible with both.

The acceptance of, and continuance
hitherto in the office to which your
suffrages have twice called me have
been a uniform sacrifice of inclination
to the opinion of duty, and to a def-
erence for what appeared to be your de-
sire. I constantly hoped that it would
have been much earlier in my power,
consistently with motives which I was
not at liberty to disregard, to return to
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